










authorize the taxes that will be needed to pay the cost. Being
an unusual and extraordinary expenditure, the bonus should
be financed separately from the' usual, recurring items of our
budget. As you will see from my budget message, our present
revenues will have to be augmented substantially even to pay
for our present services during the next two years.
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I want to say in closing this message that I shall endeavor to
work with all of you during this important session in a spirit of
,understanding and an appreciation of the difficult problems
facing us.

We cannot afford to permit political differences to interfere
with our common obligation to meet the needs of our people
and build a stronger state. There is too much at stake.

In conclusion I should like to quote the words of a famous
statesman:

"I would advise, therefore, that your legislation
should be such-as will guard equally, the rights of
labor and the rights of property, without running
into ultraisms on either hand-as will recognize no
social distinctions, except those which merit and
knowledge, religion and morals, unavoidably create

;,l)l -as will repress crime, encourage virtue, give free
scope to enterprise and industry-as will promptly,
and without delay, administer to and supply all the
legitimate wants of the people-laws, in a word, in the
formation of which will be kept steadily in view the
truth, that this Territory is destined to be a great State,
rivalling in population, wealth and energy, her sisters
of the Union; and that, consequently, all laws not
merely local in their objects, should be framed for the
future as well as the present...."

Timely though they be, these words are not those of a living
stateman. They are the words of Governor Alexander Ramsey
as he spoke to the first Minnesota Legislative Assembly in
1849. The setting for the address of the first Governor was
quite different from ours today. He spoke in no great edifice
of marble, his address was delivered in a temporary capitol in
the Central House, a small wooden hotel on the St. Paul river
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front. The hotel dining room was used for the joint session
of the two legislative bodies, a flag was hoisted on the staff in
front of the hotel, an Indian sat on a nearby rocky bluff and
watched the proceedings.
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Though outward circumstances are utterly changed, we
need to emulate, as we face our next century, the courage, the
vision, and the spirit of sacrifice which animated the founders
of our state. The road before us today, as it was one hundred
years ago, is rocky and fraught with peril. Too many of us
fail to appreciate the hazards and are like the young American
who arrived in Zermatt, Switzerland, and seeing the towering
peak of the Matterhorn, asked, "What's the name of that big
rock?" When told it was one of the most famous of the Alpine
summits he said, "Do you think I could get up there this
afternoon?" Little did he know the story of the peak's costly
conquest, of the lives it had taken, of the hazards still involved
in the ascent. So is liberty, a decent society, a lasting peace, each
a majestic mountain peak. How much do we really want them?
Do we appreciate their cost? Are we willing to pay the price
for them and sacrifice for them?

The pioneers of 100 years ago did not hesitate to pay the
price for a strong society. They did not allow their spiritual (values to be smothered beneath the false riches of material
possessions. May the high idealism, the courage, the selflessness,
and the implicit faith in God which characterized the founders
of Minnesota inspire us. In the same spirit of consecration may
we also move ahead to our next and even greater century of
advancement, building together a nobler Minnesota.
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